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President’s Message

griendship Tea Recipe

Mix up a batch of this
special tea at a society or
zone meeting, and then
share the recipe and the
dry mix with new friends as
you invite them to your next
LWML event.

Mix together:

% c. instant tea (powdered)
1 c. powdered lemonade
mix

1 c. powdered orange drink
(Tang)

1 teaspoon cinnamon

% teaspoon ground cloves
To make one cup of tea:
Place 2 teaspoons in a cup
of boiling water.

STIR AND ENJOY! Recipe
makes 40 cups

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Where love is...HOPE is heard. Forgiveness is found. LAUGHTER is shared.
Where love is...Work is worthwhile. Sadness 1s softened. FAITH is deepened.
Where love is... TRUST is cherished. Peace is present. Hearts are at HOME.

WHERE LOVE IS...GOD WILL BE.

“Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who
loves is born of God and knows God.” (I John 4:7 RSV)

Greetings Women in Mission!

| have decided to keep a journal this year to remember what an exciting year
this will be. I have picked a theme for my journal: “A Year of “Grace.”

There will be Lenten, Easter, and Prayer services; Board of Directors
meetings, Zone Spring Workshops and Retreats, and Society meetings; as well
as the 20" Biennial Wyoming District LWML Convention in Gering,
Nebraska, plus much more. We will really enjoy an inspirational year.

God’s love is entwined with yours to strengthen you and prepare your hearts to
serve others with gladness through “Grace, Faith, Peace, Joy, and Hope.”

Mark your calendars now to attend the convention in
Gering, Nebraska on June 17-19, 2010.
(See the Website for details as they become available.) Your District Board
and Chimney Rock Zone are working hard to bring you a great convention.

In this Issue there are articles from:
Evie Miller, Chimney Rock Zone President; Jennifer Scheel, Young
Women Chair; Connie Cordes, VP Gospel Outreach; Rev. Allen Strawn,
Junior Pastoral Counselor; Carrie Brumbaugh, Servant Resources.

The Lord of Grace gives us Faith and Peace to know the Joy of serving others
with Hope in our hearts! Happy New Year!
Gerry Neeriemer, Wyoming District LWML President (wydistpres@gmail.com)
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ROCK ZONE LWMUL

HOSTING THE DISTRICT

CONVENTION-MAKE
PILANS TO ATTEND!

The Chimney Rock Zone LWML held the Fall Rally on Saturday, Oct. 24, at St. John, Scottsbluff, with 43 in
attendance. The theme was “Show Me Your Ways, O Lord, Teach Me Your Paths” based on Psalm 25:4. Rev.
Jeffery Grams led our opening devotions. Rev. Ted Bourret, Zone Counselor, led our Bible study “Changing
Currents” — Embryonic Stem Cell Research.

Our ingathering was a variety of items to be given to the Panhandle Youth Shelter in Scottsbluff. Debbie
Shruck, director, told us about the shelter and thanked the ladies for their kind and generous gifts. Rev. Allen
Strawn, District LWML Jr. Counselor, spoke to us on “Bio-Technology.” He referenced Genesis 11, the story
of the Tower of Babel, as the way science may be going today.

Officers were elected and 2010 Zone officers are:

Evie Miller................. President
Bernice Craft.............. Vice President
Cindy Lojek............... Secretary
Jeanette Stahl.............. Treasurer

Rev. Ted Bourret.......... Zone counselor

Our Spring Christian Life Workshop will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, Chappell.

We will be hosting the 2010 Wyoming District LWML Convention June 17-19 at the Gering Event Center.
Irma Walter and DeVon Hadden of Faith-Gering are Convention Chairmen. Committees have been formed and
work on the pre-convention packets will soon begin!!!  Be watching your mail and make plans now to come to
Western Nebraska to join your sisters in Christ as we “Serve the Lord With Gladness.”

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

1 Corinthians 10:31

In His Service,
Evie Miller
Chimney Rock



Reaching Out

I have a problem. 1 fully admit it. My problem has to do with the negative stigma that LWML is an
organization for ‘older’ women. I used to be a believer that LWML was for ‘older’ women. Why wouldn’t I
believe that? The congregation I grew up in was mainly comprised of men and women over the age of 50. My
grandma has been a member of LWML ever since | can remember. Most of the ladies in LWML were my
grandmother’s age. I felt that my assumption was justified.

But obviously that is not the case. All you have to do is take a look at the resources on the national website
www.lwml.org to see that the organization is not just for ‘older’ women. There are Bible studies, event ideas,
and even special Young Women and Teen sections in the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly.

So what ultimately changed my mind? Was it the three other women my age in attendance at the Zone Spring
Rally? Nope. Was it my new 29- year- old friend that is really involved in LWML? Kinda. Was it being
selected as one of the Wyoming District Young Women’s Representatives? Sorta. Was it my experience at
National Convention in Portland? YES!

So what exactly about National Convention changed my mind about LWML being an organization for ‘older’
women? It wasn’t necessarily being one of the 69 Young Women Representatives in attendance. It wasn’t
even being “in the word, of the word, and walking with the Lord" with over three thousand convention
attendees. It was how everyone reached out to me.

I believe that in order to bring more young women into LWML and erase the perception that LWML is for
‘older’ women, we need to reach out. Dr. Mary Hilgendorf suggested at National Convention that we reach out

by taking someone ‘out for coffee’ and simply share our stories. Simply share how God has worked in your
life.

What are some other ways can we reach out?
e Make care packages for young women heading off to college.
Host a social evening involving a Bible study and a pampering session.
Make care packages for teens for the holidays.
Host a Mother Daughter Tea.
Have a one-on-one gab session and share your story.
There are so many ways we can reach out! All it takes is a little bit of time.

Jennifer L. Scheel
Young Women Representative Co-Chair
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“WYOMING DISTRICT LWML 2008-2010
MISSION GRANTS UPDATE

Star Valley Mission $ 800.00 paid
WY District Lutheran Elementary Schools 3,000.00 paid
Orphan Grain Train — Nile River Barge 5,000.00 paid
Trinity/HOPE — Lutheran Schools in Haiti 5,000.00 paid

Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO  3,000.00 paid
WY District — LCMS Evangelism Committee-T TGNAJ  3,000.00 paid
Concordia Theological Society, Ft. Wayne, IN 3,000.00 paid

Lutheran School of Guatemala 5,000.00
Lutheran Blind Mission 5,000.00
LCMS World Relief & Human Care-The Themba Trust 1,200.00

Thank you to the Wyoming District Lutheran Women Missionary League for the
Mite donations of over $22,800. Please keep in your prayers the last three grants of
this biennium for the Wyoming District LWML. Donate to Mites generously if you
are able. Pray that our goal of $34,00 will be reached this spring and we will be able
to honor our 2008-2010 Mission Grant Projects.

May the Lord’s Grace strengthen our Faith as we share Peace, Joy and Hope with
others.
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Connie Cordes
VP Gospel Outreach

SCHOLARSHIPS

WYOMING DISTRICTLUTHO w! b 2 ha9bQf{ aL{{Lhb

Six (6) scholarships for the 2010-2011 school year will be awarded to students who are
residents of the Wyoming District Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod who attend a Lutheran
school studying for full-time church work.

The amount of each scholarship is $1,100, which will be equally divided between the first and

second semesters. Two alternates will be chosen as recipients in case one of the original
recipients becomes ineligible.

Deadline to apply is March 31, 2010

To obtain an application form, please write to:

Evie Miller

Wyoming District LWML

Vice President of Human Care
8710RD 40

Potter, NE 69156

Phone: (308)879-4351
E-mail: epmiller@actcom.net
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Wyoming District LWML President Gerry Neeriemer is shown presenting Pastoral
Counselors Allen Strawn and Michael Wittrock with cards and pins during the Executive
Committee meeting to show appreciation for their service to the Wyoming District LWML.

2010 LWML PRAYER SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

“Beautiful Feet” is the theme of the 2010 LWML Prayer Service authored by
Reverend Philip Esala. The theme is based on one of the 2009 Portland LWML
Convention verses — How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7

The 2010 LWML Prayer Service is available as a free download from the LWML
Website at www.lwml.org

STAY INTOUCH =ML

WITH THE LATEST LWML HAPPENINGS WITH ’NEWS

GO TO WWW.LWML.ORG TO SUBSCRIBE
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The Ashes of Lent

The imposition of ashes is a symbol of penance and sorrow for our sins. The practice of
sprinkling ashes on one's head as a sign of penance was customary even in the Old Testament—
in the Book of Esther, Mordecai put on sackcloth and ashes (Esther 4:1); Job sat in sackcloth and
ashes to repent (Job 42:6); all of Nineveh put on sackcloth and ashes to repent after Jonah's
preaching (Jon 3:5-6). In early Christian centuries the imposition of ashes was only used for
public sinners....

Ashes remind us of the curse from Genesis. After Adam and Eve committed the Original Sin,
God expelled them from the Garden of Eden with these words:

ABy the sweat of your brow you will eat your
from it you were taken; falust you are and to dust you will returniGen 3:17-19)

It is in this mortality that we live out our days on this earth. That is why one of the most
theologically significant moments of a Committal Service is in this phrase:

“We now commit the body of our brother to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that they will
be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to
Himself.”

We know that is not our eternal end; to be in ashes.

ABut Christ has i ndeed b-feudsnofthoseiwsodave fallenom t he d
asleep. For since death came through a man, thenmestion of the dead comes also
through a man. For as i n Adam dctolis2ad2p) e, SO in

In a stark contrast to the morbid outlook of returning to the dust of the ground, we also celebrate
the forgiveness of sins that assures us that we will not remain ashes, but will be changed into an
imperishable human being. fié as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from u@s 103:12)” And so it is that we also celebrate the new life we have in
Christ with the forgiveness of sins. Just as in many congregations the sign of the cross is placed

in ashes on one’s forehead as a reminder of that mortality, it is the cross that grants eternal life.

The very same cross that is placed on the forehead and heart in Holy Baptism. The very same

cross that is made over you in the General Absolution. The very same cross that Luther

encourages us in the Catechism to make on ourselves in the morning and evening. The very

same cross the pastor will trace on you when you confess your sins to Him privately.

How fitting that these two powerful images-- ashes and personal forgiveness--are linked together
visibly for us on Ash Wednesday at the beginning of our journey to the cross of Calvary and the

open tomb that sealed victory over death, for us, in Christ.

Rev. Allen Strawn
WY District LWML Junior Counselor



Nominations for offices are still needed!

The Wyoming District LWML Convention will be held June 17-19, 2010 in Gering Nebraska.
At this time we need women who are willing to serve as officers for the District LWML.
Offices that must be filled at this time are as follows: President, Vice President of Servant
Resources, Vice President of Human Care, and Treasurer. These officers are elected to
serve a term of four (4) years, and will be installed prior to the adjournment of the
convention. The duties of these offices are available on the district LWML website.

After giving prayerful consideration, | pray that the Lord will move you to submit your name
as nominee for a District elected office.

A blank nomination form is available on the district LWML website Please fill one out and
return it to me, or any member of the nominating committee, right away. We need to fill the
nominations by February 13.

Members of the nominating committee are:

Melvina Dillman Jan Vogelsang Connie Shell
120340 County Road D 1914 Prairie 233 Reed Street
Mitchell, NE 69357 Riverton, WY 82501 Crawford, NE 68339
308-623-2201 307-856-6954 308-665-3967

jmdillman@telecomwest.net abbyteddy@yahoo.com nanashelll@msn.com

Rev Michael Wittrock
303 S Main P.O. Box 531
Rushville, NE 69360
308-327-7656
mcwittrock@rushville.ne

Carrie Brumb augh

VP Servant Resources
P.O. Box 1492

Lyman, WY 82937
307-787-3717
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Phyllis Zenk, Recording Secretary, demonstrated cup-stacking during a break in the
Executive Committee meeting. Jeanette Stahl, Financial Secretary, and Pastor Strawn,
Junior Counselor, show their ability to learn the sport.

e

Gerry Neeriemer, Wyoming District LWML President, and Jennifer Scheel, Young
Women Representative Co-Chair, also tried their hand at cup-stacking.
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Pastor Strawn is shown presenting a Bible study/diséussion of \Embr”)/dnc Stem Cell
Research during the Executive Committee meeting in October. It was derived from a CPH
study by Pastors Baker and Weise.

For the Next Edition: The next edition of Wyoming District Spiritual Newsletter
will be the May-June Summer issue. Information about the Convention should be
included. Please email your articles and photos to me by April, 2010, to Christina
Counselor, Newsletter Editor, at WyDistNewsEditor@gmail.com




